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SUPPORTING TRANSITIONS POLICY

Children experience many transitions in their early years and Acorns Pre-School staff team are sensitive to the difficulties children may have whilst going through these transitions.
Some examples of the transitions that young children may experience are:

· Starting Pre-School

· Starting School or moving to another Early Years setting

· Family Breakdowns

· New Siblings

· Moving Home

· Bereavement
Staff at Acorns are trained to observe their key children and as such will be sensitive to any changes in their behaviour and personality.  We respectfully ask that parents and carers inform us of any changes in the home environment that may impact on their child so that staff can be aware of the reasons behind any potential change in the child’s character.

Supporting transitions in the Pre-School

The Pre-School will support all children new to the Setting, in line with the ‘Settling In Policy’. 
Starting School

Starting school is a major transition and the Pre-School will do all it can to facilitate a smooth move.  We have a variety of methods that support this:
1. The Pre-School will provide a variety of resources that relate to the school e.g. uniform to dress up in, a role play area set up as a school classroom, photographs of all the schools the children may attend.  This will help the children to become familiar with this new concept and will aid the transition.

2. The Pre-School will invite school representatives in to the pre-school to introduce them to the children.
3. In addition for those children starting Masham Primary School we aim to arrange several informal visits, both from the reception children to Acorns, and for Acorns children to school. 

4. The key person will initiate conversations with their key children, who are due to move to school, and talk through any concerns the child may have. Staff will accompany children for their initial induction visits.
5. The Pre-School will ensure a summative assessment is produced on each child starting school to enable teachers to have a good understanding of each child received.  This will include their interests, strengths and level of understanding and development in key areas. Staff will meet with Reception Teachers to discuss each unique Pre-School child; this will support continuity of care and early learning. 
6.  As a follow up staff will visit children at school in the Autumn term.
7. At the start of the Autumn term we will consider individual needs of the older children who remain in setting.

Family breakdowns

When parents separate it is a difficult situation for all concerned.  The Pre-School understands that emotions run high (Please refer to the Separated Families Policy which shows how the Pre-School will act in the best interest of the child).

Moving home and new siblings

These are normally two events that parents will have advance notice of, and we ask that parents let the Pre-School know about these events so we can support the child to be ready for this.  We will spend time talking to the child and providing activities that may help the child to act out any worries they have, e.g through role play, stories and discussions. The Pre-School will support families and share resources.
Bereavement

We aim to be sensitive to the individual needs of the child and family at times of bereavement. We understand that this may differ and aim to support in an appropriate way.
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The Old Police House, Little Market Place, Masham,
North Yorkshire HG4 4DY
Telephone: 01765 680203

Web: acorns.masham@googlemail.com
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