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SICKNESS AND MEDICAL SUPPORT POLICY

Statement of intent

Our policy aims to inform parents of the setting’s procedures with regards to a child’s illness and medication. 

All parents must inform the setting if their child is too unwell to attend, or suffering from any ailment that may be affecting their wellbeing to ensure that staff can provide the appropriate care whilst in setting. 

A copy of the Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and other Childcare Settings (Public Health England, 2016) is available in setting for reference. 
Sickness

1. We cannot provide care for children who are unwell, for example; have a temperature, sickness or diarrhoea, or who have an infectious disease. Acorns believes that the best place for an ill child is at home.
2. The setting has the right to refuse admission to a child who is unwell. This decision will be taken by the manager on duty and is non-negotiable.

3. For any child who vomits during a session, parents will be contacted immediately to request the collection of their child as soon as possible. Should a child suffer from diarrhoea, parents will be contacted following the second incident.

4. If a child becomes unwell for any other reason, staff will use their discretion to determine how long the child will remain in setting before contacting parents.

5. We request that any child suffering from sickness or diarrhoea do not attend setting for 48 hrs following their last bout. 

6. Children with head lice are not excluded. Up to date advice regarding treatment is sought and passed on to the parent/carer. Parents are advised to check their child/rens hair regularly for head lice.
7. Parents are notified if there is an infectious disease, such as chicken pox.

8. Sick children will not accompany parents/carers/staff into Acorns Pre-School (Masham).

9. Good hygiene practice concerning the clearing of any bodily fluids is carried out at all times.

10. Staff suffering from sickness and diarrhoea will be sent home as soon as practical and in the meantime will not handle food.

11. Ofsted is notified of any infectious diseases that a qualified medical person considers notifiable.

Medication

1. Parents must inform setting of any medication administered to their child prior to any session.

2. Only prescribed medication may be administered.  It must be in-date, prescribed for the current condition, and only given to the person named on the medicine.
3. Children taking prescribed medication must be well enough to attend the setting.
4. Children’s prescribed drugs are stored in their original containers, are clearly labelled and are locked in medicine box.
5. Parents must give prior written permission for the administration of all medication.  This must state the name of the child, name/s of parent(s), date the medication starts, the name of the medication and prescribing doctor, the dose and times, or how and when the medication is to be administered.

6. The administration is recorded accurately each time it is given and is signed by the Manager on duty and witnessed by a staff member.  Parents sign the medicine form to acknowledge the administration of a medicine each day.

7. If the administration of prescribed medication requires medical knowledge, individual training is provided for the relevant member of staff by a health professional.

Administering First Aid
1. Acorns ensures that all staff hold a suitable paediatric first aid certificate before the completion of their probation period.

2. The first aid boxes are replenished every half term by the designated Health and Safety Officer (Ashleigh Wilson).
3. First aid will be administered in the first instance by the member of staff who has witnessed the accident, or key person as appropriate. 

Medical Attention

1. Where medical attention is required, a senior member of staff will notify the parents as soon as possible, whilst caring for the child appropriately.

2. Upon the parent’s arrival at setting, the member of staff caring for the child will accompany the family to GP/hospital (in parents car or staff’s own vehicle, depending on the parents’ wishes), taking with them a completed accident report or medication form.
3. If the child’s condition is severe, staff are to call an ambulance immediately. Staff should not attempt to transport a child in their own vehicle.
4. Whilst waiting for the ambulance, the parent will be contacted and asked to meet at the setting or hospital, whichever is most practical.
5. The member of staff must accompany the child in the ambulance, taking with them a copy of the accident report and/or medication form and current medication.
6. The incident must be reported to RIDDOR as soon as practical.
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